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Fake News pop quiz

Below are some questions on fake news, can you figure out the right answer? Choose which you 
think is correct out of the multiple choice answers below and once you have finished the quiz, check 
the answers on page 3 to see if you got them right.
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 1. When in doubt, where should you check to make sure the website looks GENUINE? 

a) Homepage

b) Other articles with similar headlines

c) URL

d) Click on other links on the same page

2. If a news site doesn’t have a ______, this is suspicious - don’t trust it! Fill in the blank:

a) Photo

b) Logo

c) Contact Us page

d) Twitter post

3. Taken from a BBC News April Fools Day 2017 post and BBC Radio 4’s funniest news 
stories of 2018 - can you spot which unbelievable news story is actually FAKE? Go on, it’s a 
difficult one…

a) “Missing woman unwittingly joins search party looking for herself”

b) “London’s iconic Big Ben clock to go digital”

c) “Student Discovers a Massive Crunchy Nut Cornflake”

d) “Sharks Love Jazz, Say Australian Scientists”
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4. Did you know that even .com or .net website domains may not be entirely safe from 
fakers? Which of the following one is definitely the LEAST credible?

a) .gov

b) .edu

c) .co

d) .org 

5. Which of the following media outlets is NOT a reputable source for news coverage?

a) BBC News - bbc.co.uk/news

b) Reuters - uk.reuters.com

c) The Guardian - theguardian.com/uk

d) NBC News - nbcnews.com.co

End of the pop quiz!



Answers page
1. Answer: c) URL

Why: Fake news sites often pretend to be other well-known sites by copying the website name, logos 
and design. However, strange-sounding URLs that end in extensions like “.infonet”, “.offer” or “.co” 
instead of “.gov”, “.edu”, “.net”, “.com” or “.co.uk” are suspicious. Look out for website names with 
spelling errors too. If a website is trying to appear official but the web address is weird then this is a 
clue. E.g. If you were searching for the official Apple website but the URL was 
“www.appleproducts.org”. Even if the URL doesn’t appear to be dodgy, it could be full of fake news.

2. Answer: c) Contact Us page 

Why: If you’re reading an article on a website you’ve never heard of before, take a look at the 
website’s “Contact” and “About Us” pages. Fake news sites are unlikely to have filled in these 
sections - and won’t supply contact information to get in touch with them. If the site doesn’t have 
these pages then it might be a fake news site as most news sites want their readers to be able to 
contact them and learn more about them.

If you’re still unsure, you can carry out a quick search on Google to see if the suspicious site is known  
for publishing fake or misleading news.

3. Answer: b) London’s iconic Big Ben clock to go digital

Why: This is one of the many funny headlines featured in the BBC News April Fool’s Day Quiz: 
https://www.bbc.com/ownit/the-basics/real-or-fake-news-quiz

4. Answer: c) .co

Why: The safest and credible website domains contain “.gov”, “.edu” and “.org”. Even “.com” and 
“.net” can be suspicious. Whereas official “.gov” (government) sites or domains ending in “.edu” 
are more reliable and accurate sources of information. “.edu” domains are reserved for learning 
institutions, like colleges and universities, with studies and papers that have been written based on 
academic research.

5. Answer: d) NBC News - nbcnews.com.co

Why: Even though NBC News is used as a trusted source, make sure the domain does not contain 
any suspicious characters, as fake news sites can mimic real URLs with a sneaky addition, like “.co” 
at the end. If there is a sequence of numbers at the beginning of a URL, this is a red flag for fake 
news domains too.

Total score: _______________

We hope you enjoyed the quiz and you will find it helpful when reading news articles in the 
future.  Remember to look out for articles that could be fake and to always check at least 
three sources for information. What would your top tip be for spotting a fake news story?
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