
Our Reading Spines at Gosford Park 
Primary 

At our school, each year group has a defined set of age-appropriate texts making up their 
reading spine. The reading spines ensure that every child has access to high quality texts 
from a range of authors. This allows them to celebrate the diversity of our school and      
wider community, enabling our children to immerse themselves in different cultures and 
beliefs and to learn about other people and places. At Gosford park we are:  

‘One Community, Many Cultures; Growing and Learning Together.’ 

 

Teachers use the reading spine texts to link reading comprehension and writing lessons. 
This allows texts to be explored in depth and for new and challenging vocabulary to be 
understood and used in context. As part of our writing lessons, teachers apply some ‘Talk 
For Writing’ strategies to these texts, allowing our children to learn, embed and internalise 
the language and structures used.  

 

Many of our reading spine books link to our topics, providing excellent opportunities for 
knowledge to be applied across our curriculum.  
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Nursery Rhymes: 

Incy Wincey Spider; Wind the Bobbin Up; Jack & Jill; Twinkle, Twinkle; Head, Shoulders, 
Knees and Toes and Tommy Thumb.  

Nursery Rhymes: 

Rain, Rain Go Away; I’m a Little Teapot; Hickory Dickory Dock; Round and Round the 
Garden and I Can See a Rainbow.  
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Nursery Rhymes: 

Make Friends, Make Friends, Never Ever Break Friends; Two Little Dicky Birds; Humpty 
Dumpty; Mrs Polly had a Dolly; Pat a Cake and Wheels on the Bus. 

Nursery Rhymes: 

Little Bo Peep; Old Mother Hubbard; Mary had a Little Lamb; Old MacDonald; This Little 
Piggy and Baa, Baa Black Sheep  
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Nursery Rhymes: 

Here We Go Round the Mulberry Bush; Ring a Ring a Roses; Five Little Monkeys; Five 
Little Ducks and Peel Banana.  

Nursery Rhymes: 

One, Two, Three, Four, Five; Row, Row, Row Your Boat; A Sailor Went to Sea, Sea, Sea; 

The Sun has got his Hat on and Five Little Fishes Swimming in the Sea  
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Author Focus: Julia Donaldson 
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